
 

 

 

COLLEGE & CAREER BULLETIN 

December 18, 2020 

SENIOR CLASS: 

* Please let your counselor know when you hear back 

from colleges!  We want to be there to support you and 

celebrate with you through this process.  Students 

should also update their decisions in Naviance. 

* If you are admitted Early Decision (binding), you must 

withdraw your applications from all other colleges.  This 

can be done by emailing the Admission Office.  See the 

reminder from Tulane below.  “It’s not the law, but 

please withdraw!” 

 

Reminders: 

* You must submit the Transcript Request Form to your 

counselor at least 3 weeks before your first college 

deadline.  If you have a deadline in early January, this 

form is past due.    

* After submitting, check to make sure that your 

applications are complete.  Most colleges will send you 

an email with instructions to set up an applicant portal, 

where you can see what documents they have received.  

(Note that it often takes 1-2 weeks for documents to 

appear on the portal).   

* You must submit the FAFSA if you are applying for 

need-based financial aid.  Some colleges also require 

applicants to complete the CSS Profile. See the Financial 

Aid section on pg. 3 for more information.  

 

 

 

* Seniors, here are some of the things that Mrs. 

Nicholson can assist you with:  

- Finalizing an appropriate list of colleges 
- Preparing for interviews 
- Brainstorming, reviewing, and revising college essays 
- Reviewing applications  
- Assistance with schools that are self-report and 
require you to complete the SRAR  
- Reviewing financial aid packages 
 

UPCOMING MLHS EVENTS: 

December 21:  Alumni Panel (virtual). Juniors and 

Seniors will attend the annual Alumni Panel during 8th 

and 9th periods.  We are lucky to have recent graduates 

join us to speak about the college application process 

and college life!   

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82513012669 

January 7: Junior College Kickoff! This event will be held 

virtually at 7pm and “kicks off” the college process for 

11th grade students.  All Junior families are encouraged 

to attend this program. The Counseling Department will 

discuss the process and procedure for applying to 

college, and will share important steps to be completed 

in the second semester of Junior year.  

January 11: Counselors will begin holding Junior College 

Planning Meetings following our Junior Kickoff. You may 

begin scheduling these meetings on January 4, by 

emailing your School Counselor. As an additional 

resource, you can schedule an appointment with our 

College & Career Counselor, Mrs. Nicholson, after your 

initial college-planning meeting.  These meetings should 

take place during a free period.  

January 13: Instant Decision Day with Stockton 

University.  Interested in applying to Stockton 

University?  Sign up to meet with an Admission 

Counselor, who will review your application and provide 

https://hs.mlschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_192220/File/Transcript%20Request%20Form.pdf
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82513012669


 

 

you with an admission decision that day!  Seniors with a 

3.0+ GPA are eligible to sign up. Contact Mrs. Nicholson 

for registration and more information.  

January 30: Practice ACT exam, hosted by the Princeton 

Review.  Sign up to take a full-length practice ACT 

(virtually). Then, join us on February 3 for an 

informative session where representatives from the 

Princeton Review will discuss how to interpret your 

results and how to compare these to your PSAT scores.  

This practice exam is open to students of all grade 

levels.  Registration will be available after winter break.  

Missed the Senior Parent Coffee?  Check out the 

recording HERE. In this presentation, the Guidance 

Office discusses how to support your students as they 

begin to receive decisions from colleges.  

Missed Navigating Naviance? Download the PowerPoint 

slides HERE.  A recording of the event should be 

available next week – please contact Mrs. Nicholson for 

a link.  

 

HIGHLIGHTED VIRTUAL EVENTS: 

December 21: Learn what happens to your application 

after hitting submit.  Join Wellesley College admission 

staff to get a sneak peek inside their admission process 

and hear pre- and post-application submission tips.  

Registration is available here.  

January 18-22: Interested in colleges outside the U.S.? 

Attend TH!NK UK North America, the largest scale event 

organized specifically by UK universities - bringing 

England, Wales and Northern Ireland higher education 

at the tip of your fingers. TH!NKUK week will cover 

everything from submitting your UCAS applications, 

right through to arriving in the UK.  Register here.  

* For students beginning the college search: all colleges 

have virtual tours / events available on their website.   

 

OTHER RESOURCES: 

It's Going to be Okay, by Tulane University. I am sharing 

this again as I think it’s helpful advice for any students 

who receive a deferral or denial decision!   

“What the college admission committee thinks about 

your application for admission is not what they think 

about you as a person. It's not a reflection of your 

character or potential. Admission Offices around the 

country have internal goals and requirements that they 

are looking for, and just because you don't meet them, 

doesn't mean you aren't going to be a great college 

student somewhere. In some senses, parts of the 

admission process are beyond your control…. Colleges 

are not denying you as a person, they are denying your 

application. What I am saying is, as tempting as it might 

be to find faults in yourself, try not to. Instead, take a 

step back, regroup, and keep going.” – Tulane’s Director 

of Admission 

Driscoll Scholars, learn about this unique program which 

offers a guaranteed pathway from Holy Cross College to 

the University of Notre Dame.  

Q&A with Deans of Admission, by UVA  

Too Early to Apply? A Freshman and Sophomore High 

School Guide to Preparing Your College Application, by 

the University Southern California 

USC’s Handy-Dandy Glossary of College Lingo, by the 

University Southern California 

What Is Trending In College Admission?, by Forbes 

 

SCHOLARSHIP SHOUT OUT & OPPORTUNITIES: 

The Counseling Office wants to give a shot out to Jason 

Ding, who was selected as a semifinalist for the Coca 

Cola Scholarship!  Jason was chosen from a pool of 

99,403 applicants.  The scholarship recognizes students 

for their outstanding leadership, academic 

achievements, and dedication to their community.   

We also want to congratulate our students who have 

been recognized by the National Merit Scholarship 

Corporation.  Over 1.5 million juniors entered the 2021 

National Merit Scholarship Program by taking the 2019 

PSAT/NMSQT®, which served as an initial screen of 

program entrants. The nationwide pool of Semifinalists, 

representing less than one percent of U.S. high school 

seniors, includes the highest-scoring entrants in each 

state. It should also be noted that New Jersey maintains 

the highest Selection Index cutoff score to be named a 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gf72pPtPmNM&feature=youtu.be
https://hs.mlschools.org/counseling/college___career/naviance
https://admission.wellesley.edu/portal/campusvisit?id=508e8fe7-1422-4c9b-a12a-10e32295f520
https://app.geckoform.com/public/#/modern/21FO00sqqk3qzi00ed87fxtqdu
https://tuadmissionjeff.blogspot.com/2019/03/its-going-to-be-okay.html
https://www.hcc-nd.edu/driscoll-scholars/
https://virginia.zoom.us/rec/play/vm4uM8TI5De_mn5SKI5aFBJLUMbuSa9w9rp59Ni4wObKnYjw2y2xMvaEBLyaP0AbjkX9-czbyWmPADFs.0VxF0MYm11-sTvSk?startTime=1603407644000&_x_zm_rtaid=6oyjZs-eQOSi92Dv5NuL4A.1604453825917.7daa4a7c974c0da31063ad10e1fc918e&_x_zm_rhtaid=583
https://admissionblog.usc.edu/2020/10/15/too-early-to-apply-a-freshman-and-sophomore-high-school-guide-to-preparing-your-college-application/
https://admissionblog.usc.edu/2020/10/15/too-early-to-apply-a-freshman-and-sophomore-high-school-guide-to-preparing-your-college-application/
https://admissionblog.usc.edu/2020/07/30/uscs-handy-dandy-glossary-of-college-lingo/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/brennanbarnard/2020/12/10/what-is-trending-in-college-admission/?sh=75c64c179959


 

 

Semifinalist.  We are beyond proud to share that three 

of our seniors have been recognized as National Merit 

Semifinalists: Elizabeth Hirschfeld, Leon Xie and Steven 

Yelpo! 

College Board Opportunity Scholarships: Learn about 

their scholarship opportunities here.  Our College Board 

Ambassadors will share more details at the start of the 

Alumni Panel!  

C-SPAN StudentCam: An annual national video 

documentary competition that encourages students to 

think critically about issues that affect our communities 

and our nation. Students in grades 6-12 are asked to 

create a short video documentary on a topic related to 

the competition theme, "Explore the issue you most 

want the president and new Congress to address in 

2021." C-SPAN awards prizes to the top 150 student 

documentaries.  Apply by January 20. 

Foot Locker Scholar Athletes: Honors student-athletes 

who demonstrate exceptional academic ability and 

strong leadership skills in sports, in their schools, and 

within their communities. Twenty students will be 

selected to receive $20,000 in scholarship.  Applicants 

must be seniors (enrolling in college in Fall 2021), have 

a 3.0 GPA, and currently participate in sports. Apply by 

January 8.  

MIT THINK Scholars: Not quite a scholarship – but an 

opportunity to gain funding for a project!  THINK 

Scholars is a science, research, and innovation program 

for high school students. Students apply by submitting a 

research proposal for any novel science, technology, or 

engineering idea. THINK provides mentorship and 

funding to high school finalists to pursue their project 

idea.  Apply by January 1.  Learn more here.  

Morris Arts: Apply for the Elaine Ehlers Arts Scholarship 

($5,000) or Eugenie Coladarci Arts Scholarship ($1,500).  

These awards recognize a graduating high school senior 

who has exhibited artistic excellence in dance, drama, 

visual arts, or music.  Applicants must be Morris County 

residents who plan to pursue post-secondary studies at 

an accredited institution or acknowledged arts school or 

fine arts program.  Applications (due January 22) are 

available here.               

Ron Brown Scholars: The Ron Brown Scholarship honors 

the legacy of Ronald H. Brown through a selective 

scholarship program that advances higher education for 

community-minded and intellectually gifted African 

Americans.  Apply by January 9.  Learn more here.   

SCAD Distinguished Scholars Award: This award is for 

$20,000 per year and is applied to tuition at any campus 

of Savannah College of Art and Design.  Eligible students 

must have a 3.75 GPA or higher, as well as stellar visual 

arts, performing arts, writing or equestrian capabilities.   

MLHS is able to nominate a senior for this award.  

Interested students should contact Mrs. Nicholson for 

more information. 

 

FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION: 

* The FAFSA must be completed if you are applying for 

need-based financial aid.  Review these resources for 

help on preparing for, completing, and submitting the 

FAFSA: FAFSA Help, FAFSA Process, 12 Common FAFSA 

Mistakes, Instructions on how to list more than 10 

colleges 

* Check to see if your colleges also require the CSS 

Profile (review their financial aid website).    See this 

guide for help on completing the CSS Profile.  

* Financial Aid in Seven Easy Steps 

* Missed the Financial Aid event?  A link to the 

presentation can be found HERE. 

* Please be aware of your college’s financial aid 

deadlines.  These deadlines are typically not flexible - 

you may miss out on potential aid if you do not submit 

these documents in time.  

 

TESTING UPDATES & INFORMATION:  

* More schools have waived the SAT/ACT requirement 

for Fall 2021 applicants: Louisiana State University Goes 

Test-Optional  

* PSAT scores were released on December 7-8.  To find 

out how your scores are calculated and what those 

scores mean, check out this site. 

* Below, you’ll find the links to register for SAT and ACT 

exams: 

SAT Registration  

https://opportunity.collegeboard.org/about/build
http://www.studentcam.org/
https://www.footlockerscholarathletes.com/about-the-scholarship
https://think.mit.edu/
https://www.morrisarts.org/programs/coldarci-and-ehlers-arts-scholarships/
https://www.ronbrown.org/section/apply/program-description
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out
https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/fafsa-process.png
https://blog.ed.gov/2017/09/12-common-fafsa-mistakes-2/
https://blog.ed.gov/2017/09/12-common-fafsa-mistakes-2/
https://studentaid.gov/help/more-ten-colleges
https://studentaid.gov/help/more-ten-colleges
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/pdf/css-profile-student-guide.pdf
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/pdf/css-profile-student-guide.pdf
https://www.nacacnet.org/globalassets/documents/publications/nacac_financial_aid.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r-lu20lHMgk&feature=youtu.be
https://sites01.lsu.edu/wp/admissions/test-optional-faq/
https://sites01.lsu.edu/wp/admissions/test-optional-faq/
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-10/scores/understanding-scores
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register/dates-deadlines


 

 

ACT Registration 

The ACT is next offered on February 6 and the next SAT 

will be on March 13.  We encourage students to sign up 

well in advance of the registration deadline, as many 

testing sites are filling up early.  

Please note that we intend to offer an in-school SAT for 

the Junior class in March or April.  We want to ensure 

that our 11th graders have the opportunity to test.  

More information will be shared after the winter break.   

 

GPA REMINDER: 

As a reminder, GPAs will no longer be updated each 

quarter. Rather, they will be updated at the end of the 

school year to reflect the GPA associated with students’ 

final averaged grades in their courses. This policy, which 

was recommended by Administration and Board-

approved last year, aligns more appropriately with our 

grading, as we only report final grades on the transcript. 

 

SUMMER PROGRAMS: 

It is not too early to be thinking about summer!  Many 

programs have January or February deadlines. More 

opportunities will be shared in each Bulletin.  

Boston University offers a variety of summer programs, 

for students of all high school grade levels.  Juniors 

interested in STEM should check out their Research in 

Science & Engineering (RISE) program. You will spend 

six weeks at BU conducting university laboratory 

research with some of the nation’s brightest scientific 

minds while advancing your STEM knowledge and skills.  

Learn more about RISE and their other programs here.  

Brown University offers two programs: Summer@Brown 

and the Leadership Institute. Learn more about their 

pre-college programs here.  

MIT Online Science, Technology, and Engineering 

Community (MOSTEC): serves rising high school seniors 

from across the country – many of whom come from 

underrepresented or underserved communities. 

Students selected to participate in MOSTEC 

demonstrate in their applications a strong academic 

record and interest in science and engineering.  The 

MOSTEC program begins the summer before students' 

senior year in high school and extends through 

students' first semester in 12th grade. MOSTEC has 

both in-person and online components.  See here for 

eligibility and here for program details.  Apply by 

February 1.  

School of the New York Times Summer Academy: Dive 

deep into subject matter that interests you while 

sharpening skills that will propel your academic and 

professional future. Each course is designed to develop 

your intellectual curiosity to help you think critically 

about the world. Courses are taught by New York Times 

journalists and thought leaders from different industries 

who bring real-world expertise into the classroom and 

an ability to inspire young people.  The Summer 

Academy is open to high school students (grades 10-12 

and graduating Seniors). The program has multiple 

deadlines, from January-March.  Learn more here.  

Sotheby’s Summer Institute: offers a dynamic online 

environment for high school students to explore art and 

its markets with personal guidance from expert faculty 

and industry professionals.  The program has multiple 

deadlines, from January-March.  Learn more here.  

See previously listed opportunities from Bank of 

America, Carnegie Mellon, Columbia, Lehigh, Notre 

Dame, Rockefeller University, UMiami, Pittsburgh, and 

Yale HERE.  

 

 

If you have any questions or want to schedule an 

appointment, please contact Mrs. Nicholson at  

cnicholson@mlschools.org.   

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html
https://www.bu.edu/summer/high-school-programs/
https://precollege.brown.edu/
http://oeop.mit.edu/programs/mostec/who-should-apply
http://oeop.mit.edu/programs/mostec/program-details
https://summerapp.secure-platform.com/a/account/login
https://nytedu.com/pre-college/summer-academy/
https://www.sothebysinstitute.com/nyc-summer-institute/
https://hs.mlschools.org/counseling/college___career/summer_programs___underclassman_opportunities
mailto:cnicholson@mlschools.org

